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We, the par  cipants of the South Asian Civil Society 
Forum on Responding to Food Insecurity in 

South Asia, held in Kathmandu on 23-24 October 2008, 
view that the Triple ‘F’ Global Crises—Fuel, Food and 
Financial—have been aff ec  ng the global economy as 
well as posing a range of complex challenges for South 
Asian countries in the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), including the goal of halving 
the number of poor and hungry people, and the "SAARC 
Development Goals".

We note that the global fuel prices have fallen 
signifi cantly of late but there is no assurance that 
prices will stabilize, and will not adversely aff ect the 
food security situa  on in South Asia. We believe that 
while the rise in food prices will con  nue to adversely 
aff ect the region and create further challenges in the 
form of widespread poverty and food insecurity, the 
worsening global fi nancial crisis threatens to perpetuate 
food insecurity, by, inter alia, diver  ng the a  en  on of 
interna  onal donor agencies and governments from the 
agenda of food security.

We recognize that South Asian governments have taken 
the food security issue seriously but it is high  me for them 
to ini  ate eff ec  ve collabora  ve ac  ons for addressing the 
food security concerns from the human rights perspec  ve, 
both na  onally and regionally, and redesign their policies 
on agriculture, food security and trade.

We welcome the outcome of the 15th SAARC Summit 
that was concluded in August 2008 in
Colombo, Sri Lanka. The main Declara  on of the Summit 
and a separate "Colombo Statement on Food Security" 
indicate that SAARC Member States are willing to make 
concerted eff orts for addressing the food insecurity 
challenges facing the region.
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Taking note of these developments and suppor  ng 
the willingness of the Member States to devise and 
implement "people-centered short- to medium-term 
Regional Strategy and Collabora  ve Projects" for ensuring 
food security in the region, as well as the decisions made 
for the opera  onaliza  on of the SAARC Food Bank, 
and the drawing up of SAARC Agriculture Perspec  ve 
2020, we met to discuss various issues to help SAARC 
Agriculture Ministers devise eff ec  ve strategies and 
develop collabora  ve projects on food security.

Based on the delibera  ons and discussions made at the 
forum, we came up with the following recommenda  ons 
(some of which are cross-cu   ng) on diff erent thema  c 
areas, which we consider to be important for SAARC 
Member States to integrate into their regional strategies, 
collabora  ve ac  ons and projects, and Agriculture 
Perspec  ve 2020.

SAARC Food Bank

In order to eff ec  vely and effi  ciently opera  onalize the 
Food Bank:
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• Make an ins  tu  onal arrangement for periodic 
es  ma  ons of food demand; and undertake measures 
to increase the storage capacity of the Member 
States.

• Relax the withdrawal condi  ons and the 
replenishment requirements of the bank by taking 
into account the na  onal capacity of the Member 
States.

• Set up a Central Informa  on System (e.g., websites 
for real  me data sharing); and form a SAARC Food 
Security Monitoring Commi  ee, including civil society 
representa  ves, and also task this commi  ee with the 
role of: making arrangements for a regional mapping 
of vulnerable regions and popula  ons, as well as 
preparing a vulnerability calendar for the eff ec  ve 
distribu  on of food and response systems. Such 
regional food mapping can also guide the concerned 
authori  es to establish community food centres 
which are needed mainly to enhance access to food in 
remote and inaccessible areas.

• Set up a Nego  a  on Commi  ee for price 
determina  on and a Dispute Se  lement Mechanism 
to resolve disputes concerned with the bank's 
opera  onaliza  on.
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• Agree to authorize Parliamentary Commi  ees of the 
Member States to look into its opera  onal issues for 
wider poli  cal support and coopera  on, as well as 
contribute ideas for the eff ec  ve opera  onaliza  on of 
the bank.

• Work out detailed procurement modali  es 
in addi  on to ensuring  mely, localized and 
transparent procurement as well as ra  onaliza  on 
of procurement prices. Ensure that public-private 
partnership be an integral part of the procurement 
modality.

• U  lize the SAARC Development Fund to facilitate the 
procurement process.

• Make distribu  on systems responsive to regional and 
seasonal food insecurity, as well as non-poli  cal and 
non-par  san.

Production and Productivity

• Promote the exchange and tes  ng of varie  es/seeds 
within the region keeping in considera  on the 
similari  es and diversi  es of agro-ecological zones. 
Bilateral and regional contracts and agreements 
between and among the Member States should be 
implemented to facilitate the access to and exchange 
of varie  es/seeds, which is currently being restricted 
in the region in view of the emerging concerns 
rela  ng to Access and Benefi t Sharing and Intellectual 
Property Right (IPR) Regimes.

• In this regard, establish a "SAARC Seed Bank", linking 
it with "na  onal seed banks" (the crea  on of which 
is also important) as well as "community seed banks" 
(which are already under implementa  on in several 
countries of the region) so that it ensures an eff ec  ve 
long-term mechanism of produc  on, exchange and 
use of community- and environment-friendly quality 
seeds that are in the domain of public and private 
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sector organiza  ons as well as farmers. The bank will 
also contribute to agriculture research (breeding) 
and promote the sharing of seeds and technologies 
that are cri  cal for developing new varie  es/seeds 
and promo  ng the conserva  on of agricultural 
biodiversity.

• Promote the cost-eff ec  ve intensifi ca  on of 
agriculture and invest suffi  ciently in agriculture 
research, extension and infrastructure for, among 
others, strengthening crop diversifi ca  on and 
management techniques; arres  ng soil degrada  on 
(e.g., salina  on); and strengthening eff ec  ve post-
harvest loss management.

• Implement collabora  ve projects to encourage 
farmer-to-farmer exchange as well as partnership 
ac  vi  es with scien  sts, breeders and other private 
sector groups (such as through par  cipatory plan 
breeding projects).

Bioenergy and Climate Change

• Establish a Technical Working Group to: 
 undertake a stocktaking exercise of bioenergy 

technologies and research capaci  es with a focus 
on technologies that are not compe  ng with the 
use of food produc  on.

 priori  ze and adapt available technologies for 
pilot projects on bioenergy, building on the 
experiences and strengths of the SAARC Member 
States. 

 develop short- and long-term research priori  es 
for regional collabora  on on the development 
and dissemina  on of bioenergy technologies, 
with a possibility of adding liquid biofuels in the 
long-term perspec  ve.

• Invest in research and development projects to 
iden  fy and adopt cost-eff ec  ve technologies needed 
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for mi  ga  on of climate change eff ects on food 
security and agriculture, and develop regulatory 
policy frameworks that can help mi  gate and adapt to 
climate change, including an early warning system.

• Establish a South Asian Climate Change Fund to also 
support ac  vi  es in response to intensifying climate 
change impacts on food security and agriculture.

• Develop a regional agenda to advocate the reduc  on 
of subsidies, tariff s and other distor  ve trade 
measures on liquid biofuels in the Organisa  on for 
Economic Coopera  on and Development (OECD) 
countries through the World Trade Organiza  on 
(WTO).

• Lobby for  me-bound commitments and ac  ons from 
developed countries for transferring energy-effi  cient, 
low-carbon technologies to South Asian countries 
through the Clean Development Mechanism.

Trade and Biotechnology

• Make  me-bound commitments and ac  ons 
in the area of transit and trade facilita  on, and 
harmonize customs rules and regula  ons as well 
as product standards and quality (such as sanitary 
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and phytosanitary, and technical standards) with 
adequate ins  tu  onal arrangements for facilita  ng 
food procurement and trade.

• Promote intra-regional trade in farm products by de-
lis  ng some of the farm products from the nega  ve 
list under the Agreement on South Asian Free Trade 
Area in a phase-wise manner or on a trial basis, 
and remove para-tariff  and non-tariff  barriers to 
agriculture trade. This is also essen  al to strengthen 
the procurement mechanism required for the 
eff ec  ve opera  onaliza  on of the SAARC Food Bank.

• Protect small and marginal farmers from cheap 
subsidized imports but at the same  me, also develop 
strategies to boost farm exports from the region.

• Agree not to apply food export restraints to the 
Member States.

• Make commitments to ins  tu  onalize the process 
of the involvement and par  cipa  on of non-state 
actors in trade nego  a  ons at the na  onal, regional 
and interna  onal levels, and while signing trade 
agreements, including trans-regional bilateral trade 
agreements, do not agree to condi  ons that adversely 
aff ect the food security interest of the region.

• Develop Regional Framework/Guidelines on the 
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applica  on of biotechnology as well as biosafety 
measures so as to ensure that the outcomes are 
community- and environment-friendly.

• Develop Regional Framework/Guidelines on 
Gene  cally Modifi ed Organisms, keeping in 
considera  on the interests of both consumers 
and producers, as well as the implica  ons for the 
environment and the natural resource base.

• Work in unison to ensure that global nego  a  ons 
on agriculture and related issues such as intellectual 
property rights (IPRs) are made suppor  ve of the 
agricultural development thrust of SAARC countries 
and demand that they be allowed to exercise the 
right to protect their agricultural sector through, for 
example, the Special Safeguard Mechanism being 
nego  ated at the WTO.

Agricultural Biodiversity and Intellectual 
Property Rights

• Promote community-based biodiversity management 
(CBM) systems and prac  ces for the protec  on 
of farmers’ rights to seeds, gene  c resources and 
associated tradi  onal knowledge, and for the 
strengthening of tripar  te partnership among the 
public, private and community actors and agencies.

• Recognize and implement programmes and projects 
such as Par  cipatory Plant Breeding, Community 
Seed Banks, Community Biodiversity Registers, Home-
gardens, and Value Addi  on and Marke  ng, including 
of neglected and underu  lized species.

• Create a Regional Network of community seed banks 
so as to facilitate the exchange and use of seeds in 
the region.

• Form a Regional Intellectual Property Expert 
Commi  ee to look into IPR aff airs and issues, and 
develop a Regional IPR Policy, taking into account the 
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na  onal capacity of developing and least-developed 
Member States.

• Develop common posi  ons on IPR issues for 
nego  a  ons at interna  onal forums such as the WTO 
and the World Intellectual Property Organiza  on 
(WIPO), taking into account the interests of both 
developing and least-developed Member countries.

• Develop Regional Framework/Guidelines on "Plant 
Variety Protec  on" and "Access and Benefi t Sharing" 
Regimes to ensure an eff ec  ve implementa  on of 
farmers’ rights over farmers' varie  es as well as IPR-
protected varie  es so as to bring into implementa  on 
eff ec  ve domes  c (sui generis) regimes to safeguard 
farmers from the onslaught of IPRs.

• Such regional framework must take into account the 
provisions of relevant interna  onal instruments—
such as the Conven  on on Biological Diversity and the 
Interna  onal Treaty on Plant Gene  c Resources for 
Food and Agriculture—and importantly, the special 
and diff eren  al treatment of the least-developed 
countries (LDCs) at the WTO.

• Make ins  tu  onal arrangements and implement 
collabora  ve projects to assess the poten  al of 
benefi  ng from the geographical indica  on (GI) 
registra  on of agricultural products, for example, by 
undertaking economic and export feasibility research 
and studies on poten  al products of the region.

Role of SAARC Observers, and 
International Actors and Agencies

• Observer na  ons should develop strategic 
community-centered ac  on plans to support regional 
strategies and collabora  ve projects of SAARC, as well 
as the drawing up and implementa  on of Agriculture 
Perspec  ve 2020, and also to provide concrete 
support to the eff ec  ve opera  onaliza  on of the 
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Food Bank and the early warning system.
• More coordinated eff orts should be made by 

developed countries, the United Na  ons High Level 
Task Force on Global Food Crisis, and ins  tu  ons 
such as the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza  on of the United Na  ons 
(FAO), the United Na  ons Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), the World Bank and the 
WTO for fi nancial, logis  cal and technical support, 
and technology transfer.

• Support for trade-related infrastructure, par  cularly 
to deal with sanitary and phytosanitary and technical 
barriers to trade, for increased farm exports from 
SAARC, as well as for favourable market access 
opportuni  es, including meaningful and benefi cial 
duty-free and quota-free facili  es for the LDCs, 
must be an integral part of their programmes and 
packages.

• The global fi nancial crisis should not be used as 
an excuse for bilateral and mul  lateral donors and 
developed countries to withdraw commitments on 
the assistance required for food security.  
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South Asia Watch on Trade, 
Economics & Environment 
(SAWTEE) is a regional 
network that operates 
through its secretariat in 
Kathmandu and 11 member 
ins  tu  ons from fi ve South 
Asian countries, namely 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. The 
overall objec  ve of SAWTEE 
is to build the capacity of 
concerned stakeholders in 
South Asia in the context 
of liberaliza  on and 
globaliza  on.

South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics & Environment (SAWTEE), Oxfam 
Novib and Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) organized the South Asian 
Civil Society Forum on Food Security on 23-24 October 2008 in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. The event brought together a cross-sec  on of over 50 stakeholders 
and adopted this Statement. The event was part of the Regional Programme 
on Research, Capacity Building and Advocacy on Trade (ReCAT), which 
SAWTEE, together with Oxfam Novib, is implemen  ng in South Asia. 
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